
The Bessie Lawrence ISSI Fund
 Investing in the Scientists of Tomorrow

Introduction
The Dr. Bessie Lawrence International Summer 
Science Institute (ISSI) brings together exceptional 
young students to explore their passion for science,  
supporting them on the path to discovery at the  
world-leading laboratories of the Weizmann Institute.
Immersed in the vibrant community of the Institute, students work 
alongside leading scientists, collaborating with peers from diverse 
backgrounds. They also explore Israel, which for most, is their first 
introduction to the country.

Established in 1969 by the late Dr. Bessie Lawrence, the programme  
aims ‘to give bright, talented kids a future in science’.

Its exceptional alumni have gone on to pursue careers in academia, 
industry and research institutions worldwide. ISSI is a springboard for  
the next generation of scientific and professional leaders, ensuring a 
brighter future for science and for humanity.

To ensure that the most promising British students can continue 
benefitting from this programme, we are now launching a dedicated  
‘ISSI fund’ to seek support from UK based alumni who best understand  
the long-term impact of this unique programme.

to give bright, 
talented kids 
a future in science.

“
"– Dr. Bessie Lawrence

Prof. Mark Poznansky 
(1978) 

It was an amazing opportunity to 
do properly controlled, carefully 
performed, rigorous science. I 
only realised a few years later that 
what we were doing were some 
of the earliest experiments in 
molecular biology that were being 
done at that time.  

Professor of Medicine, Harvard Medical 
School. Director of Vaccine and 
Immunotherapy Centre, Massachusetts 
General Hospital.
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Throughout its 55-year history, the programme has 
adapted to the ever-changing landscape of science 
and technology, but its unique structure has remained 
relatively unchanged.  

Students spend three weeks living on campus, working in an active research 
group under the leadership of a Weizmann Principal Investigator. 

As alumni, you may recall the challenges and rewards of scientific 
investigation, working alongside academics from professors to  
graduate students, using sophisticated equipment and methodologies . 
Participants produce reports and present research to peers, gaining 
first-hand involvement in ‘real-life’ research not normally experienced  
until studying for a master’s degree.

While on campus, students attend lectures and lead their own seminars, 
building confidence and independence as well as fostering softer skills 
needed for scientific research.

Beyond the lab, ISSI immerses students in Israeli life. The last week of 
the programme is spent in the Judean desert and the Negev, with expert 
guides in ecology and archaeology. The history of the area is explored 
alongside hikes and field experiments. Social and cultural activities include 
visits to Jerusalem, the North of Israel and the southern city of Eilat. 

Alumni often tell us they went on ISSI for the science and left with lifelong 
friendships, and a meaningful understanding of Israel.

A Summer Like No Other
Dr. Daniel Marks 
(1998) 

The project that I did on ISSI 
aimed to develop new drugs to 
treat malaria, and this has been a 
theme for the rest of my career.   
I have gone on to work on 
potential new transformational 
treatments for diseases like 
Crohn’s and Lupus where there is 
still a huge amount of unmet need. 

Executive Group Medical Director, 
AstraZeneca. Honorary Associate  
Professor, UCL and Consultant Clinical 
Pharmacologist, UCLH. 
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A Life-long Impact

3,500
students

Prof. Melinda Duer 
(1982) 

The first thing that struck  
me arriving at Weizmann was 
that I was with other female 
scientists. This was completely 
new to me – I had literally  
never met another woman 
interested in science... It was 
tremendously empowering.
Professor of Biological and Biomedical 
Chemistry, University of Cambridge. 
First female appointment to the  
Chemistry Department.

50
countries

over 500 
from the UK

With over 50 years’ experience to draw on we  
have seen generations of students go on to  
impressive careers in their chosen fields and so  
we know just how transformational the programme 
can be.  ISSI leaves a lasting impact on those,  
like you, who have taken part in it.  

It’s a chance for talented young students in science, technology, 
engineering and maths to get unrivalled exposure to their field of  
interest and deepen their knowledge and skills at a critical point in  
their academic journey.  

It inspires, raises aspirations and shapes 
future careers.  

It’s about giving 
the best kids, 
the best opportunity 
to do the best science.

– Dr. Arabella Duffield (1989)

It opens students up to 
the possibilities of what 
science can do… and also  
gives them the experience 
of what Israel has to offer.

– Ben Leon (1987)

To have the ISSI programme 
funded for all provides a great 
opportunity for young people.  I 
would say to anybody  interested 
in science, grab it if you can.

– Alan Jay (1979)
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Securing the Future of ISSI
Each year, Weizmann UK has the privilege of selecting and funding 10 outstanding 
British students, aged 18-20, to join this prestigious excellence programme. 

Funding for ISSI traditionally comes from unrestricted donations. However our donors are now increasingly allocating 
gifts towards specific research activities. This is great news for furthering scientific discovery, but the result is a smaller 
pot of funds available for ISSI students.

While the programme remains subsidised, it costs us a further £7,500 for a participant, £75,000 for an annual cohort.

Nurturing the next generation of scientists from all backgrounds remains vital, but now more than ever this programme 
plays a critical role in showcasing the tremendous global impact of Israeli science.  

To secure the future of British students’ participation in the programme, we have launched a dedicated ‘ISSI Fund’. 
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Our privacy policy which outlines how we manage personal data is online at:  
www.weizmann.org.uk/privacy-policy

Weizmann UK  020 7424 6860   www.weizmann.org.uk

WEIZMANNUK

For further information please contact:

Tanya Minsky at tanya@weizmann.org.uk 
or on 07596 573 499

As alumni who truly understand the value of the programme, 
we invite you to invest in our future scientific leaders.  
Please make a donation to the ISSI fund and play your own  
part in setting a young scientist on their path to discovery.

www.weizmann.org.uk/donate/issi




